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General marking principles for Advanced Higher French Listening 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply 
when marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in 
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required 
in candidate responses.  
 
(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general 

marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment. 
 
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks are 

accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: they 
are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions. 

 
(c) If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or 

detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek 
guidance from your team leader. 

 
(d) Award a mark to each answer. Marks are not transferable between questions and the 

answers for each question must come from the item. 
 
(e) The marking instructions indicate the essential idea that a candidate should provide for 

each answer. We use the term ‘or any other acceptable answer’ to allow for the possible 
variation in candidate responses. Credit should be given according to the accuracy and 
relevance of candidate’s answers. Candidates may be awarded marks where the answer is 
accurate but expressed in their own words. 
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Marking instructions for each question - Listening 
 
Item 1 
 

Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

1. (a)  • different experiences/feel differently depending on/according 
to/based on their age, gender and/or health  

1  

 (b)  • they do not have any family commitments/obligations 

• they (mainly) use cities for leisure/hobbies and having 
fun/entertainment 

• nightlife is (very) attractive/important (with its clubs, 
restaurants and concerts) 

3  

 (c) (i) • there are verbal and/or physical threats/abuse/harassment (from 
other passengers) 

• (there are a large number of) thefts/muggings and attacks 

2 attacks/assaults 
people are aggressive 
 

 
 

(ii) • 40% (state that they) have been victims of 
harassment/bullying/abuse/aggression on the subway/metro   

1 on the train 
on public transport 

 (d) 
 

• towns need to attract people from all backgrounds/sectors of 
society, at any time/night and day 

1 areas/places/sectors (on its own) 

 (e)  • well-lit streets/(more) lighting so that people can go home 
safely 

• (more) lifts (in metro stations and public places) for older and 
disabled people 

2  
 
escalators 
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Item 2 
 

Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

2. (a) (i) • (there will be) a great atmosphere 

• Scottish supporters like/love to celebrate/party 

• they will have a good time/fun/it will be fun 
 
Any 2 from 3 

2 environment 
 
it is fun 

  
(ii) • she does not like to go out in the evening/at night  

• she is (always a little) scared on the metro in the evening/at 
night 

• she does not like dark corridors/areas in the stations 

• the metro will be busy/after a rugby match the metro is busy 

• there is a risk of theft/being mugged/she does not want to have 
her bag stolen 

 
Any 3 from 5 

3  

 (b)  • meet interesting people  

• share ideas (with people)/talk about current affairs (with them) 

• practise your language skills 

3 have interesting meetings 
 
learn new languages 
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Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

 (c) (i) • it is too polluted 

• it is hotter (or hot + intensifier) due to carbon dioxide/air 
pollution 

• she (always) feels dirty 

• when she washes her face, it is covered with black particles/ 
dust/dirt 

4 hot  
 
 
it is dirty 

 
 

(ii) • (In the summer) she cannot sleep with her window open/keep 
the window open at night  

• her (upstairs)neighbour plays the drums 

• the (downstairs) neighbour has a baby that cries at night 

• exposure to constant noise is (very) bad for your mental health 
 
Any 3 from 4 

3  
 
any idea of drums outside 

 (d) (i) • he had lots of/large choice of cultural activities (nearby) 

• to go to rugby/to do sport, he only had to get on the bus/there 
was no need to travel many kilometres/far/the bus stop was 
opposite/outside his house 

2  

 
 

(ii) • it is easy to get around  

• (shopping is easy and) if you forget something you just return to 
the (corner) shop/the shop is nearby 

• everything is within reach 

3  
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General marking principles for Advanced Higher French Discursive Writing 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply 
when marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in 
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required 
in candidate responses. 
 
(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general 

marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment. 
 
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks 

are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: 
they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions. 

 
(c) If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or 

detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek 
guidance from your team leader. 

 
(d) Marking should be holistic. There may be strengths and weaknesses in the piece of 

writing; markers should focus as far as possible on the strengths, taking account of 
weaknesses only where they significantly detract from the overall impression.  
 
Three main aspects of the piece of writing should be considered:  

 (i) content 
 (ii) accuracy 

(iii) language resource – variety, range, structures 
 
(e) Using the pegged marks table, the marker should first select the row of the table in 

which the descriptors most closely match the candidate’s piece of writing. Once that row 
has been identified, the assessor should follow this guidance:  
 

• If the evidence largely matches the descriptors across all of the aspects of the work, 
award the higher of the two available marks 

• If the evidence largely matches the descriptors across most of the aspects of the 
work, award the lower of the two marks available 

 
(f) If markers are in doubt about which of two adjacent rows to select: select the upper row 

and award the lower pegged mark in that row. 
 
(g) Markers can award the highest pegged mark (40) for writing even if there are minor 

errors. These should not detract from the overall impression. 
 
(h) Candidates are instructed to write 250-300 words. The general and detailed marking 

instructions should be applied even where the length of the piece of writing falls outside 
this range. 
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Marking instructions – Discursive writing 
 

Mark Content Accuracy 
Language resource: variety, range, 

structures 

40 
or  
36 

• the essay is well structured and all 
aspects are relevant to the title 

• the topic is addressed fully, in a 
balanced way 

• overall this comes over as a 
comprehensive, competent, well 
thought-out response to the task 
which reads naturally 

• the language is characterised by a high 
degree of accuracy and may show some 
flair  

• a comprehensive range of verbs is used 
accurately and tenses are consistent and 
accurate  

• there is evidence of confident handling of 
all aspects of grammar and spelling  

• some minor errors need not detract from 
the overall very good impression 

• the language used is mostly complex and 
sophisticated 

• there is a wide range of structures and 
vocabulary appropriate to advanced higher  

• there is a comprehensive range of 
verbs/verb forms and tenses 

• there is good use of less common 
adjectives, adverbs, prepositional phrases 
and, where appropriate, word order  

• there is extensive use of co-ordinating 
conjunctions and subordinate clauses 
throughout the writing 

• the language flows well and ideas and 
opinions are expressed effectively 

32 
or  
28 

• the essay has a good sense of 
structure and most aspects are 
relevant to the title 

• the topic is addressed well  

• the content is clear and well 
thought out 

• the language is clearly comprehensible 
throughout and fairly free of serious 
errors in areas appropriate to advanced 
higher 

• a range of verbs is used accurately and 
tenses are generally consistent and 
accurate 

• other parts of speech are used accurately  

• there are few serious errors in spelling 
and/or punctuation 

• the language used is generally complex and 
sophisticated  

• contains a good range of vocabulary and 
structures appropriate to advanced higher 

• the candidate uses a good range of 
verbs/verb forms and tenses  

• there is good use of co-ordinating 
conjunctions and subordinate clauses 
throughout the writing  

• ideas and opinions are expressed 
effectively 
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Mark Content Accuracy 
Language resource: variety, range, 

structures 

24 
or 
20 

• the essay has some sense of 
structure and most aspects have 
some relevance to the title  

• the topic is addressed adequately 

• the content is mostly clear 
 

• the less complex language may be mostly 
accurate. However, in places, where the 
candidate attempts to use complex and 
sophisticated language, this may be less 
successful  

• the verbs are generally correct, but the 
range of verbs and tenses is limited 

• spelling and punctuation are generally 
correct but there may be a few errors in 
some parts of speech – personal pronouns, 
gender of nouns, adjective endings, cases, 
singular/plural confusion  

• overall, there is more correct than incorrect 
and there is the impression that the 
candidate can handle tenses 

• there are some examples of complex and 
sophisticated language  

• contains a reasonable range of vocabulary 
and structures appropriate to advanced 
higher  

• there is a limited range of verbs/verb forms 
and tenses  

• there are some successful attempts to use 
co-ordinating conjunctions and subordinate 
clauses.  

• ideas and opinions are expressed 
adequately  

• there is some dictionary misuse 

16 
or 
12 

• the essay is lacking in structure 
and less than half of the aspects 
have any relevance to the title 

• the topic is addressed but in a 
limited way 

• the content is limited and may be 
presented as a single paragraph  

• the language is insufficiently accurate to 
convey meaning clearly and consistently 

• ability to use verbs and form tenses 
accurately is inconsistent. There may be 
confusion between the singular and plural 
form of verbs 

• although basic structures are used 
accurately, control of the language structure 
at times deteriorates significantly  

• there are errors in other parts of speech – 
gender of nouns, cases, singular/plural 
confusion – and in spelling and, where 
appropriate, word order. Several errors are 
serious 

• overall there is more incorrect than correct 

• there is limited use of complex and 
sophisticated language 

• contains a limited range of vocabulary 
and/or structures appropriate to advanced 
higher  

• there is inconsistency in the use of 
verbs/verb forms and tenses  

• there are few successful attempts to use 
co-ordinating conjunctions and subordinate 
clauses 

• there may be examples of unidiomatic 
translation from English and/or examples of 
dictionary misuse 
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Mark Content Accuracy 
Language resource: variety, range, 

structures 

8 
or 
4 

• the essay is unstructured and few 
aspects are relevant to the title 

• the topic is not fully addressed  

• the content is very limited 

• the language is almost completely 
inaccurate throughout the writing and 
there is little control of language 
structure  

• most of the verbs are incorrect. There 
is little evidence of tense control 

• most basic structures are not used 
accurately and control of the language 
structure generally deteriorates 
significantly  

• there are frequent errors in other parts 
of speech — personal pronouns, gender 
of nouns, cases, singular/plural 
confusion, prepositions. Overall, there 
is more incorrect than correct 

• there is little use, if any, of complex and 
sophisticated language 

• the essay contains a very limited range of 
vocabulary and structures appropriate to 
advanced higher  

• the candidate may not cope with more 
than one or two basic verbs/verb forms 
and tenses  

• some sentences may not be understood by 
a sympathetic native speaker 

• there are examples of mother tongue 
interference and serious dictionary misuse  

0 • the essay is unstructured and/or 
irrelevant 

• the candidate is unable to address the 
topic  

• the language is seriously inaccurate 
throughout the writing and there is 
almost no control of language structure 

• very few words are written correctly in 
the modern language 

• there is no evidence of complex and 
sophisticated language 

• there may be several examples of mother 
tongue interference 

• very little is intelligible to a sympathetic 
native speaker  

• there may be several examples of serious 
dictionary misuse 

 
 
 

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS] 
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